April 2026
CHRIST IS RISEN! TRULY, HE IS RISEN!!!
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ,
who is risen from the dead !

What a joy it is to greet you with these words as we anticipate and invite
you to the FOURTH Annual, 4 - day intensive weekend of daily liturgical
services, world-class workshops in the Psaltic Art, inspirational
discussions, and encouraging fellowship in Christ, uniquely set apart for
budding and experienced female Orthodox cantors !

The 2026 Synaxis of Orthodox Women Byzantine Cantors will take
place October 8th - 11th and is blessed by +His Eminence Metropolitan METHODIOS of Boston. It
will be hosted by the Dormition of the Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church - Somerville,
Massachusetts (Boston Area).

This year, we have another exciting line up of instructors, speakers, and learning opportunities. We
will have the special presence and teaching of Fr. Romanos Karanos and Richard Barrett with us
throughout the weekend. Irene Bullock will teach the Beginner Level, Sarah Roumas the
Intermediate Level, and Photini Downie Robinson the Advanced Level. We are excited to be
offering the Youth Workshop once again this year for budding and experienced cantors ranging in
age from 12-17, taught be Amy Hogg. We are also hopeful that we will be making a trip to Holy
Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in Brookline on Saturday night to chant Great Vespers
at the seminary! What a momentous occasion and experience that will be!

Women from all Orthodox jurisdictions, countries, and levels of proficiency in Byzantine Chant are
encouraged to attend—including those with no background in Byzantine Chant. All proceedings
will take place in English. There will be four workshop tracks with appropriate instructors:
beginning, intermediate, advanced, and youth (ages 12-17).

***Please remember that husbands, sons, and men in general are also welcome to attend as
observers - on their own or accompanying other participants - at a reduced rate!

The demand for instructional and maximal liturgical experiences and excitement for continued
technical instruction in the Psaltic Art continue to gain momentum across the Orthodox world. It is
our sincere hope and prayer that each participant will return home from the Synaxis encouraged
by a tremendous Christ-centered opportunity for growth in her Orthodox faith, increase in her
liturgical and chant knowledge and experience, and mentorship and fellowship with other cantors.

We can’t wait to welcome you to the Fourth Annual SOWBC!
With rejoicing and thanksgiving to Christ, who went down into Hades for our salvation,

Christina T. Stavros Kidonakis, MDiv., Byz. Mus. Cert.
SOWBC CO-FOUNDER, DIRECTOR



